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PUBLIC LANDS POLICY COORDINATING OFFICE 

BUILDING BLOCK APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

 
 

APPROPIATION REQUEST FOR $900,000 ON-GOING GENERAL FUND 

 

Approximately 1/3 of PLPCO’s operating funding comes from beginning non-lapsing balances 

and one-time general fund money. The beginning non-lapsing balances have historically depleted 

year after year.   

 

In addition, the Constitutional Defense Restricted Account (CDRA) has historically provided 

consistent funding for PLPCO.  However, in recent years the account has continued to decline 

and has become an unreliable source of funds. 

 
$900,000 in new ongoing General Fund would help to mitigate the structural imbalance, improve 

employee retention, and maintain institutional knowledge for our office. 

 

 

A. LEGAL COUNSEL POSITIONS 

 

The appropriation would fund five (5) attorney positions which are titled “Legal Counsel”. Those 

positions serve as both policy and legal analysts for PLPCO. The Legal Counsel positions 

analyze federal and state initiatives, plans, regulations and policies that impact the publics’ right 

to access, use and benefit from public lands within Utah. The Legal Counsel positions 

coordinates with local government, state and federal agencies, and public stakeholders to 

analyze, develop, and improve federal NEPA documents and other federal land use planning and 

permitting decisions.  

 

The goal of these positions has been to work with local governments, and state agencies to 

advocate and promote multiple use and sustained yield on our public lands. The key to achieving 

goals is achieved through partnering with local governments and federal and state agencies in the 

administrative process to implement sound conservation goals that allow for balanced 

development and use of our public lands.  

 

The Legal Counsel position also serve as “special assistant attorney generals” to aid the Attorney 

General’s office with preparing and filing litigation. 

 

 

B. COUNTY LIAISON 

 

A portion of the $900,000.00 is used to fund one (1) County Liaison Position who works directly 

with county governments to understand public land and resource use issues impacting counties. 

The Liaison position is vital to communicating issues between state government and the 
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counties. Finally, this position also chairs multiple working groups and committees dealing with 

public land use issues.  

 

C. LEGAL AND POLICY SUPPORT TEAM 

 

Finally, the $900,000.00 goes towards one (1) Legal Assistant/Paralegal position, and two (2) 

Geographic Information System positions that are utilized to support litigation and policy 

development and implementation efforts at PLPCO. 

 


